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Wandle English Hub
Literacy Specialist Application Pack

Wandle English Hub is seeking to recruit an experienced and highly effective primary school leader to join our team of Literacy Specialists. This is a unique opportunity to work alongside schools across our region, supporting high-quality early reading and writing provision and helping to improve outcomes for children, particularly those who need it most.

This document outlines the Literacy Specialist programme and explains how teachers and their schools can apply to be involved.

The closing date for applications is 2nd October 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk220999827]Background

Wandle English Hub is one of 34 Department for Education-designated English Hubs, working nationally to improve outcomes in early language development, Reading for Pleasure, phonics and reading. Through targeted, evidence-informed support, English Hubs play a key role in improving provision for children, particularly those in schools facing the greatest challenges.

Wandle English Hub is based at lead school Chesterton Primary School, which has a long-standing commitment to securing excellent outcomes for all children. Through the sharing of this practice, the Hub has established a strong track record of high-quality school-to-school support.

As we continue to grow our work and extend our reach across EYFS, Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 and beyond, we are now looking to expand our team of Literacy Specialists. This is an exciting opportunity for experienced and passionate teachers and leaders to contribute to system-wide improvement, while deepening their own expertise in early language and reading.

Wandle English Hub supports schools across the following London boroughs: Bexley, Bromley, Camden, City of London, Croydon, Greenwich, Hounslow, Kingston, Lambeth, Lewisham, Merton, Richmond upon Thames, Southwark, Sutton, Wandsworth and Westminster

Wandle Learning Partnership

Wandle English Hub sits within Wandle Learning Partnership (WLP), the curriculum and professional development arm of Wandle Learning Trust. WLP leads a range of local, regional and national programmes focused on early language, literacy and school improvement, including the English Hub, Wandle Teaching School Hub and London South West Maths Hub. 

Being part of WLP means Literacy Specialists are supported by a wider infrastructure, strong operational systems and a well-established network of schools, leaders and expert practitioners. Literacy Specialists benefit from working within a partnership that values collaboration, equity and sustained impact on children’s outcomes.

The role

We are seeking to recruit skilled and committed teachers, primarily with experience in EYFS and Key Stage 1, who have played a leading role in improving early reading outcomes in their own schools. We are particularly interested in hearing from Literacy Specialists with strong experience of delivering and supporting Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, who would be willing to travel to support schools across Lewisham, Bexley and surrounding areas. Literacy Specialists are seconded from their home school, with the full support of their headteacher, to work alongside schools supported by the English Hub.

Schools will be reimbursed for release time at a rate of £375 per day.

Literacy Specialists are central to the English Hub offer and work closely with school leaders and teachers to strengthen early reading provision, particularly the effective implementation of systematic synthetic phonics.

Literacy Specialists will:
· receive high-quality training, coaching and ongoing support from the English Hub team
· work as part of a collaborative Literacy Specialist team
· support schools through intensive partner school work, typically averaging up to six days per year per school
· support leaders to implement the DfE English Hub Challenge Checklist
· coach and mentor leaders and teachers to improve the quality of phonics and early reading teaching
· maintain strong practice and outcomes in early reading within their own school

Time commitment and school expectations

Literacy Specialists are seconded from their home school for a mutually agreed number of days to participate in:
· Literacy Specialist team meetings
· continuous professional development
· an agreed number of days supporting schools

Home school headteachers are expected to:
· ensure the mutually agreed release time is provided for the Literacy Specialist role
· support the Literacy Specialist to continue developing and embedding strong early language and phonics practice within their own school

The Hub Lead, Headteacher and Literacy Specialist will agree a mutually agreed allocation of time committed over the academic year. An equivalent of 1 day a week has been the usual model for Literacy Specialists we are however able to consider other models and timings depending on the school and context

How to apply

Applicants, in conjunction with their headteacher, should complete the form below and submit it to Wandle English Hub by 2nd October 2026 

Applications should be sent to: enquiries@wandleenglishhub.org.uk

The application process will involve a written application, visits to shortlisted candidate’s schools and face-to-face interviews at Chesterton Primary School.

	Applications close
	2nd October

	Candidates shortlisted
	5th October

	Visits to shortlisted schools
	w/c 12th October
w/c 19th October

	Interviews
	4th November



School visits will include:  
· Observation of candidate teaching phonics and a reflection discussion about the lesson 
· A learning walk with candidate to observe leadership of reading across school, including Reading for Pleasure
· A brief conversation with the headteacher  
















Application form

Section 1 (to be completed by the Literacy Specialist applicant) 
  
Candidate Details: 
	Title 
	 

	Surname 
	 

	First name 
	 

	Role 
	 

	Address 
	 

	Phone 
	 

	Email 
	 

	Years teaching at primary level 
	 
 


 
School Details: 
	School name 
	 

	School URN 
	 

	Local Authority 
	 

	Ofsted grade 
	 
	Date 
	 

	PSC 2025
	 

	PSC 2026 
	 

	PSC 2027 prediction 
	 

	Pupil premium  
	 

	Number on roll 
	 

	SSP Programme
	


 
	Which SSP programmes do you have experience of?

	


	Describe your current areas of responsibility related to early language, phonics or reading. (max 150 words)

	









	What experience do you have of supporting or developing other teachers’ practice in early reading or phonics? (max 250 words)

	








	What experience do you have of developing reading practice in KS2? (max 250 words)

	








	Why do you want to become a Literacy Specialist with Wandle English Hub, and what do you hope to gain from the role? (max 250 words)

	








	Is there anything else you would like us to know that would support your application for the Literacy Specialist role? (max 200 words)

	








 Section 2 (to be completed by the Literacy Specialist applicant) 

	Headteacher supporting statement (max 300 words)
Please comment on:
· the applicant’s expertise in early reading and phonics
· their ability to influence and support other staff
· your commitment to release time and to welcoming Literacy Specialist activity
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Tel: 020 4568 6718
enquiries@wandlelearningpartnership.org.uk
www.wandlelearningpartnership.org.uk

Director: Matthew Courtney

Wandle Learning Trust. Registered in England and Wales at
Chesterton Primary School, Dagnall Street, London SW11 5DT
Company registration No: 7655651
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